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Welcome to the Baldwin School District.  As you become familiar with the district, 
you will ! nd that the nine district schools create a diverse and dynamic community 
for teaching and learning. 

If you are registering a preschooler for kindergarten or moving into the school dis-
trict with school-age children, I am sure you have many questions. The Baldwin 
Handbook was created to help answer those questions. Please use this handbook 
along with the district Calendar Guide and the district website (www.baldwinschools.
org) to access the information you need throughout the school year.

The beginning of the school year is an exciting time. Very soon your children will 
be busy developing their individual skills and interests as students of the Baldwin 
School District. And, before you know it, they will be high school seniors tossing their 
Baldwin-blue caps high into the air at graduation, well prepared to leave Baldwin 
and step out into the world at large.

Best wishes,

Dr. James  Mapes

Notes
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The mission of the Baldwin Public Schools is to support students’ 
academic, social, and moral growth; to foster a lifelong commitment 
to learning; and to encourage responsible contributions to society.  
A partnership re• ecting the high standards of supp ortive families, 
conscientious learners, committed staff, and an involved community 
will maximize potential for student success.

Mission StatementDistrict Map 
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Snapshot of the Baldwin Schools 

The Baldwin School District is composed of nine district schools. The seven elemen-
tary schools are Brookside, Lenox, Meadow, Milburn, Plaza, Shubert and Steele. 
The elementary schools are zoned by neighborhood for students in kindergarten 
through grade 5.  All students attend Baldwin Middle School for grades 6 through 
8 and Baldwin High School for grades 9 through 12.

Approximately 5,200 students are served districtwide by nearly 500 teaching 
professionals.  Over the last 100 years, a very active Parent Teacher Association 
has supported a dedicated Board of Education in sustaining an environment for 
meaningful teaching and learning.

Small class sizes are maintained across all grade levels.  Maximum enrollment is 
22 students per class for kindergarten through grade 2 and 25 students per class 
for grades 3 through 5.  The average class size at the middle school and high 
school is 25 students.

STUDENT ACHIEVEMENT

q  98% of high school graduates continue some on to two- and four-year 
colleges

q  92% of graduates earned Regents diplomas, Regents diplomas with 
honors, or Regents Diplomas with Advanced Designation with Honors

q  Over 500 Advanced Placement exams are written in the spring

q 53 AP Scholars, 20 AP Scholars with Honors, and 19 AP Scholars with 
Distinction 

q  2 National Merit Commended Students, 2 National Merit Special 
Scholarship,

q  Over $5 million is awarded to graduating seniors by colleges in the form 
of academic, athletic, and music grants and scholarships

Brookside Elementary School – 940 Stanton Avenue
Ivy Sherman, Principal............................................................................ 377-9318
Health Of! ce ........................................................................................... 377-9319

Lenox Elementary School – 551 Lenox Road
Bernice-Theresa Acevedo, Principal ...................................................... 377-9344
Health Of! ce ........................................................................................... 377-9345

Meadow Elementary School – 880 Jackson Street
Joan Flatley, Principal ............................................................................. 377-9348
Kathleen Connolly, Assistant Principal ................................................... 377-9348
Health Of! ce ........................................................................................... 377-9352

Milburn Elementary School – 2501 Milburn Avenue
Mark Gray, Principal ............................................................................... 377-9358
Health Of! ce ........................................................................................... 377-9357

Plaza Elementary School – 501 Seaman Avenue
Charlene Maniscalco, Principal .............................................................. 377-9361
Janine Rossi, Assistant Principal ............................................................ 377-9361
Health Of! ce ........................................................................................... 377-9363

Shubert Elementary School – 835 DeMott Avenue
Echele May, Principal ............................................................................. 377-9366
Health Of! ce ........................................................................................... 377-9367

Steele Elementary School – 860 Church Street
Lori Presti, Principal................................................................................ 377-9368
Health Of! ce ........................................................................................... 377-9371
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HIGHLIGHTS

The accomplishments of our students and staff are recognized throughout the state 
and nation.  

q Brookside School won the 2009 Blue Ribbon School of Excellence Award 
from the U.S. Department of Education and was among 314 public and 
private schools across the nation and one of four schools on Long Island 
to be awarded this distinction.   

q Four Shubert School students participated in Newsday's Kidsday program 
in which they interviewed the stars of the movie FreeStyle and attended a 
private screening.

q Four Baldwin High School students were selected to perform in the New 
York State School Music Association’s All-State Winter Conference.

q Two Baldwin High School students performed in a Lincoln Center production 
of Rent and a Baldwin Middle School student had the starring role as Annie 
at Hofstra’s Adams Playhouse. 

q Baldwin School District’s Director of Facilities won the highest individual 
Environmental Protection Agency award for indoor air quality (the Connector 
Award) - and was the only person in the nation to receive this award in 
2009.

q Four Baldwin Middle School students quali! ed for t he New York State 
National History Day competition and took third place in the state for their 
project.

q Baldwin High School’s Wind Symphony was one of two high school 
symphonies invited to perform in the Sixth Annual C.W. Post Band Festival 
at the Tilles Center.

q Brookside School and Baldwin Middle School were selected by CNN for 
two segments on Anderson Cooper’s 360.  Brookside students took part 
in a re-enacted landmark study on children’s perception of race that aired 
in the spring, and Baldwin Middle School students and staff participated in 
an anti-bullying workshop run by expert Barbara Coloroso and were also 
interviewed by CNN for an upcoming special.

q A Baldwin Middle School teacher was recognized with the Sweetwater 
Clifton City Spirit Award by the New York Knickerbockers for mentoring 
and teaching youth and was given a $2,000 donation to the charity of his 
choice.

q Baldwin High School’s Chamber Strings instrumental group was invited 
to perform at Avery Fisher Hall in Lincoln Center while the Silver Strings 
instrumental group was invited to perform in the Chamber Music Festival 
at Adelphi University.

q Baldwin High School’s Girls Varsity Basketball team won the Nassau County 
Championship for the ! rst time in 2010.

Library/Media .......................................................................................... 377-9232
Mathematics  (Geetha Murthy, Chairperson) .......................................... 377-9228
Music ...................................................................................................... 377-9265
Occupational Education.......................................................................... 377-9227
Physical Education ................................................................................. 377-9252
Psychologist ........................................................................................... 377-9250
Registrar ................................................................................................. 377-9238
Science (Barbara Riess, Chairperson) ................................................... 377-9223
Social Studies (Augustine Tornatore, Chairperson) ................................ 377-9233
Social Worker ......................................................................................... 377-9248
Special Education (Deborah A. Smith, Chairperson).............................. 377-9225
Substance Abuse Counselor .................................................................. 377-9778

Middle School – 3211 Schreiber Place
Interim Principal
Jack Lenson ........................................................................................... 377-9321

Assistant Principals
Erica Banks-Taylor.................................................................................. 377-9295
Arlene Guerrero ...................................................................................... 377-9446

Dean of Students
Laurie Buckley ........................................................................................ 377-9453
Craig Tupot ............................................................................................. 377-9452

Attendance ............................................................................................. 377-9322
English Language Arts (Ann Kroell, Chairperson) .................................. 377-9083
Foreign Language (Melisa Enriquez, Chairperson) ................................ 377-9442
Guidance ................................................................................................ 377-9330
Health Of! ce ........................................................................................... 377-9333
Home Economics ................................................................................... 377-9342
Library/Media .......................................................................................... 377-9340
Mathematics (Solomon Henley, Chairperson) ........................................ 377-9567
Music ...................................................................................................... 377-9339
Physical Education (Arleen Asti, Chairperson) ....................................... 377-9336
Psychologist ........................................................................................... 377-9326
Registrar ................................................................................................. 377-9330
Science (Laraine Gegerson, Chairperson) ............................................. 377-9039
Social Studies (Jessica Elias, Chairperson) ........................................... 377-9504
Social Work ............................................................................................ 377-9439
Special Education ................................................................................... 377-9459
Technology ............................................................................................. 377-9338
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Teen-to-Teen Program
Staff Development Days
New Parent Teas
Site-based Management Teams
Know Your School Nights
Senior College Night
Junior College Night
Sophomore College Night
Elementary Flag Awards
Youth Center
Saturday Night Alive
Districtwide Parent Workshops
Community Input Meetings
Progress Alerts for K-5
Progress Reports for MS & HS
Districtwide Community Service
Intergenerational Events
Learning Centers
Spirit Week & Pep Rally
Homecoming Parade & Football
Band Day 
Fitness Jamboree
Intramural Night
Holiday Concerts
Financial Aid Night
Valentine Dance
Martin Luther King Jr. Celebration
District Elementary Spelling Bee
PTA Founders Days
PTA Council Legislative Forum
Districtwide Family Life Orientation
Father-Daughter Night
Basketball Shootout
Middle School Musical
High School Musical
High School Drama Production
High School Student Production
Math Fairs
Health Fairs
Book Fairs
Learning Centers
LIbrary Media Centers
Advanced Placement Scholars
Mathletes

GREAT PROGRAMS IN BALDWIN SCHOOLS

Robotics Team
Sportsweek
Banquet
Tea Dance
Spring Concerts
Sportsnight
Sports Awards
Student Councils
Someone Special Breakfasts
National History Day
Multicultural Week
Teens-on-the-Job Shadow Day
Shadow Day at Citibank
Shadow Day at Mercy Hospital
Shadow Day at Hofstra University
Shadow Day at Northrop Grumman
Senior Internship Program
Molloy College Educational Liaison
Middle School Advisory Program
Continuing Education Program
Seniorversity Program
Parents as Reading Partners
Parents as Research Partners
District String Festival
Blue and Gold Night
In Celebration of Writing
Someone Special Recognition
District Elementary Band 
  & Chorus Festival
PTA  Candidates Forum
Grade 5 Transition Program
Student Achievement Honors
National Honor Society
Grade 5 Unity Day
In Recognition of Excellence Dinner
National Junior Honor Society 
Memorial Day Parade
Academic Awards Ceremony
Senior Awards Night
Eighth Grade Dance
Retiring Staff Honors
Moving Up Ceremonies
Senior Prom
High School Graduation Ceremony

Business Services .................................................................................. 377-9272
Bids......................................................................................................... 377-9278
Bus Company ......................................................................................... 377-9396
Human Resources .................................................................................. 377-9282
P.A.L. .......................................................................................................623-3111
Social Worker ......................................................................................... 377-9285
Textbooks - Non Public ........................................................................... 377-9317
Transportation ........................................................................................ 377-9270

High School – 841 Ethel T. Kloberg Drive
Principal
Susan Knors ........................................................................................... 377-9203

Assistant Principals
Dr. Stephanie Boldur .............................................................................. 377-9247
Linda Kellner........................................................................................... 377-9206
Richard Miskiewicz ................................................................................. 377-9253

Deans of Students
Richaud Bland ........................................................................................ 377-9455
Eric Caballero ......................................................................................... 377-9454
Kevin Scott ............................................................................................. 377-9230
William Zino ............................................................................................ 377-9229

Director, Community Services
Dina Prato............................................................................................... 377-9354

Director, Fine & Performing Arts
Ed Chiarello ............................................................................................ 377-9292

Director, Physical Education, Health Education, Health Services & Athletics
Eduardo Ramirez.................................................................................... 377-9296

Art ........................................................................................................... 377-9257
Athletics .................................................................................................. 377-9214
Attendance - Freshmen .......................................................................... 377-9215
Attendance - Sophomore........................................................................ 377-9217
Attendance - Junior ................................................................................ 377-9215
Attendance - Senior ................................................................................ 377-9217
Driver Education ..................................................................................... 377-9354
English (Michael Brent, Chairperson) ..................................................... 377-9259
Foreign Languages/ESL (Danielle Pappas, Chairperson) ...................... 377-9220
Guidance ................................................................................................ 377-9246
Health ..................................................................................................... 377-9212
Home Economics/Technology ................................................................ 377-9235
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Adelphi University  Howard University  SUNY Delhi
Agnes Scott   Indiana University  SUNY Farmingdale
American University  Iona College   SUNY Fredonia
Art Institute of L A  Johnson & Wales  SUNY Herkimer
Art Institute of NYC  Keane State University  SUNY New Paltz
Berkeley College  Maine College of Art  SUNY Old West.
Boston  College   Molloy College   SUNY Oneonta
Boston Conservatory  Mount Saint Mary College SUNY Potsdam
Boston University  New York College of Health SUNY Purchase
Brown University  New York Institute of Tech. SUNY Stony Brook
Cabrini College   New York University  Syracuse University
Carnegie Mellon  North Carolina A&T  Temple University
Catholic University  Northeastern University  Univ. of Bridgeport
College of St. Rose  Penn State University  Univ. of Cleveland
Columbia Union   Polytechnic University  Univ. of Conn.
Columbia University  Providence College  Univ. of Delaware
Cooper Union   Quinnipiac University  Univ. of Detroit
Culinary Institute of America Rensselaer Poly. Inst.  Univ. of Hartford
CUNY Hunter College  Rochester Institute of Tech. Univ. of New Haven
CUNY John Jay College  St. John’s University  Univ. of NW Ohio
CUNY Queens College  St. Joseph College  Univ. of Penn.
C.W. Post University  St. Lawrence University  Virginia Union
Dartmouth College  St. Vincent College  Virginia State
Dominican College  San Diego State College Waynesburg
Dowling College  Savannah College of Art  West Virginia
Emory University  Shaw University   Westminster
Fairleigh Dickinson University South Carolina State   
Fashion Institute of Technology Spelman University 
Florida State University  Stevenson University  
Fordham University  SUNY Albany 
Georgetown University  SUNY Alfred  
Georgia State University SUNY Binghampton
Hampton University  SUNY Buffalo State
Harding University  SUNY Buffalo
Hillsdale College  SUNY Cobleskill 
Hofstra University  SUNY Cortland

ACCEPTANCES TO COLLEGES AND UNIVERSITIES

  

Detailed information about each district school is available on the district website, 
www.baldwinschools.org .  For general information call 377-9200.

District Of! ce –960 Hastings Street
Superintendent of Schools
Dr. James D. Mapes ................................................................................ 377-9271

Assistant Superintendent-Human Resources
Rosemarie Coletti ................................................................................... 377-9281

Assistant Superintendent-Business & Administrative Services
Edward A. Cullen .................................................................................... 377-9272 

Assistant Superintendent-Instruction
James T. Scannell .................................................................................. 377-9269

Director, Pupil Services
Michelle Gallo ......................................................................................... 377-9283

Assistant Director, Pupil Services
Sherisse Martin....................................................................................... 377-9285

District Supervisor, Psychological Services & Testing
Dr. Robin Murray .................................................................................... 377-9284

Supervisor, Facilities Operations & Safety
Russ Randazzo ...................................................................................... 377-9312

District Clerk
Mary Hobbs ............................................................................................ 388-9282 

Public Information Of! cer 
Cristina Schmohl .................................................................................... 377-9291

Attendance & Registration
Robert Croke. ......................................................................................... 377-9290

District Directory
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District Information

DISTRICT WEBSITE  (www.baldwinschools.org) and 
BLACKBOARD CONNECT

The district website provides extensive information about the district and schools 
for students, parents/guardians, and community members.  Information on the 
website includes:

q Current news about the nine district schools
q District directory
q School closings and delayed openings
q School forms to download
q Minutes of the Board of Education meetings
q Lunch menus for the middle and high schools
q School supply and textbook lists 
q Driving directions for every building
q Library web pages for the middle and high school
q Links to athletic schedules and guidance materials
q Links  to adult education and Saturday enrichment programs
q Parent Center web page with archived articles

All district and building administrators may be reached through e-mail accounts 
(lastname• rstinitial@baldwinschools.org) .  Parents/guardians are also asked 
to update their contact information at their child’s school so they can receive 
informational and emergency messages on the automated messaging system, 
Blackboard-Connect.

DISTRICT CALENDAR GUIDE

The District Calendar Guide is available on the district website or may be obtained 
from the Public Information Of! ce at 960 Hastings Streets or by calling the of! ce 
at 377-9291.  In addition to dates for conferences, concerts, and meetings, the 
Calendar Guide contains a wealth of information on a variety of subjects, such 
as immunizations, policies and procedures, and educational goals.  Although this 
booklet includes some of the same topics for easy access, the Calendar Guide is 
the source for the most comprehensive district information. 

All Baldwin residents wishing to vote in the school election in May must be 18 years 
of age or older, a United States citizen, and a resident of the district for 20 days 
prior to the election.  Residents may register up to ! ve days before the election.

Voters registered for general elections are eligible to vote in school district elections 
without further registration, provided they have voted in a general election at least 
once within the last four years.

Voters who are registered only on the rolls of the school district must have voted in 
a school district election at least once within the last four years for their registration 
to remain active.

Residents may register through the Nassau County Board of Elections to vote in 
both general elections and school elections.  Residents who wish to vote only in 
school district elections may register with the District Clerk’s of! ce at 960 Hastings 
Street or at any school building on weekdays when school is in session or at other 
speci! ed times before school district votes.

VOTER INFORMATION
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REGISTRATION

Any child who is a legal resident of the district and who will be • ve years old on or 
before December 1 of the year of entrance to school is eligible to register. Children 
who reach the age of six any time during the school year must attend school when 
classes begin in September. 

Registration for kindergarten is held at the District Of• ce in January the year before 
entrance by appointment with the District Registrar. Parents/guardians of school-
age children moving into the district after that time should register their child as 
soon as possible with the Registrar in Room 16 at the District Of• ce. During the 
school year, registration should be on the • rst day after arrival. 

The following records are required at registration:
q  Three proofs of residency, one being a house deed, lease, Nassau County 

tax bill, mortgage statement, homeowner’s insurance policy, two-family 
home permit, legal mother/daughter permit, or Department of Social 
Services identi• cation AND two consisting of a telephone, utility, water, 
insurance, fuel, or cable bill, etc.

q  Proof of parent/guardian relationship, such as original passport, birth or 
baptismal certi• cate, Form DSS-2999, or guardianship court documents. 
(For more information, please call the Registrar at 377-9290.)

q  Proof of immunization against diptheria, hepatitis B, measles, mumps, 
pertussis, polio, rubella, tetanus, and varicella.

q  Report cards from school(s) previously attended.

Contact Attendance at 377-9290 or the Director of Physical Education, Health 
Education, Health Services and Athletics at 377-9296 for speci• c immunization 
requirements and/or medical and religious exemptions.

StudentsBoard of Education

THE SCHOOL BOARD

Membership
The Board of Education of the Baldwin School District is composed of • ve 
members elected by registered school district voters on the day set aside for the 
Board of Education Election and Budget Vote to overlapping terms of three years 
each. The members serve the community without remuneration.

Function
The school board is an agency of New York State and derives its authority from 
the state constitution, state statutes, and the regulations of the Commissioner 
of Education. The school board has the authority to develop policies, rules and 
regulations for the operation of the schools. Matters such as school organization, 
• nancing, staf• ng, attendance, curriculum and co- curricular activities come within 
the jurisdiction of the board.

Meetings
The Board of Education holds a regularly scheduled monthly meeting, usually 
on the second Wednesday of each month.  Meetings are scheduled to begin at 
8 p.m. but frequently are called to order earlier for an executive session.  The 
board generally returns to open session at 8 p.m.  In addition, the board holds 
two Community Input Meetings each year.  Because there is no agenda for 
these special meetings, the evenings are devoted to community questions and 
concerns. Calendars, agendas and board meeting minutes are available on the 
district website at www.baldwinschools.org

Communication
To communicate with the board in writing, address correspondence to the Board 
of Education and mail to the District Of• ce at 960 Hastings Street, Baldwin, NY  
11510-4798.  The phone number for the Board of Education is 377-9300.
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DELAYED OPENING/EMERGENCY CLOSING OF SCHOOL

Information about delayed openings or closings of the district schools will be sent 
via the automated messaging service Blackboard-Connect and broadcast on 
WCBS (880  AM), WALK (1370 AM & 97.5 FM), WKJY (98.3 FM), WHLI (1100 
AM), and WINS (1010 AM), WNYW (Channel 5) and News 12 Long Island.

A two-hour delayed opening may be called if a storm has ended by early morning 
or appears about to end.  All classes in all schools would begin two hours later than 
usual, and bus schedules would be delayed by exactly two hours.  Before-school 
programs and activities would be cancelled and dismissal times in all schools 
would remain the same. 

Should a storm develop unexpectedly while school is in session, all students would 
remain in school under faculty supervision until it is over.  If a storms ends by the 
time school closes, classes would be dismissed as usual.  Otherwise, each school 
would serve as a temporary shelter.

Call 377-9200 for the emergency message or log onto the district website www.
baldwinschools.org  after 6:30 a.m. when there is a storm.  The message will 
announce whether school will open on time, there will be a delayed opening, or 
school will be closed for the day.

SCHOOL HOURS

q  Elementary Schools (K– 5) 8:40 a.m. – 3:00 p.m.
q  Middle School (6–8)            8:15 a.m. – 2:57 p.m.
q  High School (9–12)  7:42 a.m. – 2:34 p.m.

CODE OF CONDUCT

The Student Code of Conduct is posted on the district website at www.
baldwinschools.org.  

In addition, rules for conduct may be found in the following publications:
 q The Elementary Student Discipline Code
 q The Baldwin Middle School Student Handbook
 q The Baldwin High School Student Handbook

school and in Facilities & Operations at the District Of! ce.  For more information 
call 377-9313.

VOLUNTEERS

Baldwin School District recognizes that school volunteers help strengthen 
school-community relations and build a better understanding of school programs.  
Volunteers help individualize and enrich opportunities in instruction. All volunteers 
may be subject to the same screening procedures used for regular employees 
to ensure a safe and secure environment for our students. To volunteer, call the 
Public Information Of! ce at 377-9291.
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FOOD AND NUTRITION
 
Baldwin School District’s goal is to provide proper nutrition for our students.  A school 
food service and nutrition specialist supervises the school lunch program.

At the elementary schools, limited lunchroom facilities are provided for students.  
There is no formal, full school lunch program.  However, the elementary schools 
participate in a federally funded milk program, and special lunch offerings are often 
provided by parent organizations.

In the middle and high schools, students may bring lunches or buy them in the 
cafeteria.  Middle school students must remain on school grounds during the 
lunch period. A new pre-paid lunch program is available at both the middle and 
high schools.  For more information, including menus, click the link “School Lunch 
Program” on the district website home page.

For information about the milk program or to reach the cafeteria manager, call  
377-9423.
 

TRANSPORTATION

The district provides transportation to school for students who live beyond the 
boundaries established by the Board of Education and approved by the community: 
Grades K-5 Beyond 1 mile
Grades 6-8  Beyond 1.25 miles
Grades 9-12 Beyond 1.5 miles

Students who attend private schools within 15 miles of the district but outside 
the boundaries above are also transported to their schools.  All requests for 
transportation to private schools must be • led wit h the Transportation 
Department by April 1 each year.  For more information, call the Transportation 
Department at 377-9270.

At the middle and high schools, late buses run on a daily basis to help students 
take advantage of extra-help, sports, and extracurricular programs.

GOLD CARD CLUB FOR SENIOR CITIZENS

Becoming a member of the Senior Citizen Gold Card Club entitles residents to:

·  Free or discounted admission to musical and drama productions   
   and athletic events
·  A  50% discount on most Continuing Education courses
·  Free computer and in-line dancing classes

Gold cards are free for residents 60 years of age or older.  They are available from 
Public Information at the District Of! ce, 960 Hastings Street, and the Of! ce of 
Community Services at the high school between 8 a.m. and 4 p.m. on weekdays 
when school is in session.

PUBLIC LIBRARY

The renovated Baldwin Public Library, located at 2385 Grand Avenue, offers a 
wide variety of programs and services for students in the Baldwin School District.  
The Children’s Room has been expanded to include an arts and crafts area, story 
amphitheater and homework center with a certi! ed t eacher available to assist 
children in grades 2-6, Monday through Thursday from 4-7 p.m. The Young Adult 
Department offers materials, programs and services for students in grades 7-12. 
Books on required reading and summer reading lists are placed on reserve for 
students, and computers are available for use in the library with free Internet 
access. The library’s website www.baldwinpl.org  has helpful links to homework 
help, vocational guidance and database access. The telephone number for the 
Baldwin Public Library is 223-6228.

USE OF FACILITIES

District facilities, including recreational and meeting areas, are made available to 
the district’s residents through application to and approval by the district.  Many 
community organizations take advantage of the district’s resources, including 
baseball, wrestling, football leagues, scout programs, PAL, Baldwin Homemakers, 
the ! re department, Baldwin Lions Club, Town of Hempstead, and the auxiliary 
police department.  Applications for the use of district facilities are available at each 
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CURRICULUM AND COURSE OFFERINGS  

The required course of instruction is described in the following publications:
 q The K-5 Curriculum Guide  
 q The Middle School Course Directory  
 q The High School Course Offering Booklet  

These publications may be obtained through the schools or viewed on the district 
website at www.baldwinschools.org.

To ensure that the curriculum is soundly based on state standards and instructionally 
up to date, teams of teachers and administrators review each discipline on an 
ongoing basis.  These articulation committees incorporate updated curriculum as 
well as recommendations to improve instruction in the speci! c curriculum area.

TESTING 

Second grade students take the TerraNova Achievement Test and the Test of 
Cognitive Skills.  Teachers and principals use the results from these tests to identify 
those students who may be in need of Academic Intervention Services (AIS), those 
students who may qualify for the Program for Academically Gifted (PAG), and to 
develop instructional plans to address individual student needs.

The New York State Education Department requires all students in grades 3, 4 and 
5 to take assessment exams in English language arts and mathematics.  Students 
in grade 4 also take an assessment in science.

These exams are designed to measure each student’s progress toward reaching 
graduation standards. Teachers and principals use the results from these exams to 
identify students who may be in need of Academic Intervention Services (AIS).

All students in grades 6, 7 and 8 take state assessments in English language arts 
and math.  Students in grade 8 also take an assessment in science.  

Instruction

THE BALDWIN BEAT

The Baldwin Beat, the district newsletter, is published seven times per year and 
serves as the main publication for district residents by reporting the achievements 
of our students and important information about the district. 

A special edition of The Baldwin Beat containing budget highlights, expenditure 
breakdown, a proposed three-part budget, budget changes, budget summary 
and tax levy, and the library budget is mailed to the community before the budget 
vote each year. 

COMMUNITY PARTNERSHIPS

The district works cooperatively with a variety of community organizations to 
meet special needs.  A full description of these organizations is available in the 
Calendar Guide and on the district website.  They are:

q  The Baldwin Auxiliary Police Unit 123 (522-8758)

q  The Baldwin Bruin Boosters (377-9296)     

q  The Baldwin Council Against Drug Abuse (BCADA)  (546-1771)

q The Baldwin Educational Assembly (BEA) (867-5741)

q The Baldwin Foundation for Education (BFE) (867-4301)

q  The Baldwin Friends of Music (377-0207)

q  The Baldwin Parents in Partnership for School-Age Child Care, Inc., 
After-School Childcare Program  (766-4341)

q  The Beautiful Baldwin Foundation (223-9073)

q  The Concerned Parents of Baldwin (330-8828)

q  The Human Relations Advisory Council ( 377-9348)

Community 

page 24



To earn a Regents diploma, high school students must earn a score of 65 on exams 
in English, global history, American history, mathematics and science.  Some students 
may earn a local diploma through less rigorous requirements. Beginning with the 
Class of 2012, this diploma is being phased out.

To earn the Regents diploma with advanced designation, a student must pass the 
! ve exams listed above plus a second math exam, a second science exam, and an 
exam in a language other than English (LOTE).  (Note: Students may substitute a 
! ve-credit sequence in the arts or career and technical education [CTE] instead of 
the LOTE sequence and exam.)

All students with disabilities must take the required New York State exams.  Those 
students unable to pass them may take Regents Competency Tests in reading, 
writing, global history, American history, mathematics and science to earn a Regents 
diploma.  For students with severe disabilities who cannot take the required New 
York State exams, the New York State Alternative Assessment program was 
developed.

English Language Learner (ELL) students enrolled in English as a Second Language 
(ESL) classes must take the New York State English as a Second Language Test 
(NYSESLAT) annually.  This test is used to monitor each student’s progress toward 
becoming an English speaker.  Students exit the ESL program when they reach the 
pro! ciency level.

   

GRADUATION REQUIREMENTS

Baldwin High School students must earn a minimum of 22 credits in order to 
receive the Regents diploma or the Regents diploma with advanced designation.

Effective with the Class of 2008, all students must demonstrate information technology 
literacy by passing a pro! ciency exam or by successfully completing a course in 
which using technology to gain and use information is a key component.

The required core curriculum to receive the Regents diploma or Regents diploma 
with advanced designation include the following course requirements in addition 
to the exam requirements noted above:
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the elementary schools and through the guidance of! ce in the middle school and 
high school. 

Hearing-impaired parents who require the services of a sign-language or oral 
interpreter for parent-teacher conferences or other school-related functions should 
contact the principal’s of! ce in the elementary schools and the guidance of! ce in 
the middle and high schools.
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  REGENTS WITH  
  ADVANCED
 REGENTS DESIGNATION
English 4 4
Social Studies 4 4
Math 3 3 
Science 3 3 
LOTE* 1 3**
Art/Music 1 1
Health 0.5 0.5 
Physical Education 2      2 
Sequence/Electives 3.5 1.5

*LOTE = Languages Other Than English
**Students acquiring 5 units in art, music, or career and technical education 
courses may be exempt from the LOTE requirement

aspects of leading a healthy life in all their dealings with students.

Baldwin is a leader in violence prevention programs and one of the ! rst school 
districts to develop a school safety plan. Included in the plan are a number of 
measures to deal with emergency situations in any and all of the district facilities.  
Baldwin also actively seeks input each year from the local police and ! re departments 
to develop programs that ensure the safest possible environment for students. 

SUMMER SCHOOL

The Elementary Summer School, which runs through the month of July, is designed 
to strengthen reading and math skills for students from pre-kindergarten through 
grade 5.  Teachers work with students in small classes. ESL and special education 
services are also provided.  

The Secondary Summer School provides classes for students in grades 6-12  who 
have failed courses or exams.  The program runs for six weeks ending in mid-
August.  At the high school level, many of the students prepare for the New York 
State Regents exams given in August. 

TECHNOLOGY

The use of computers and peripherals by Baldwin School District students, teachers 
and administrators to communicate and access information continues to grow.   
All elementary and secondary classrooms have Internet and network access and 
contain appropriate Internet-content ! ltering.  The number of networked devices 
has reached over 1,500.  Baldwin employs a full-time staff to maintain the computer 
network and systems.

TRANSLATION AND INTERPRETATION SERVICES

Many school documents are translated into the languages most often represented 
in the school system. Interpreters may be requested for conferences and other 
school functions.  Such requests should be made through the principal’s of! ce in 
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PSYCHOLOGICAL AND TESTING SERVICES

School psychologists work with students, teachers, administrators and parents/
guardians to meet students’ needs.  Services available to all students include 
diagnosis of learning dif! culties and counseling.  For additional information, contact 
Pupil Services at 377-9283.

SECURITY

District buildings and grounds are protected by security measures at all times 
including weekends. The elementary schools have surveillance cameras that monitor 
the main entrances so all visitors are properly identi! ed. Each of the secondary 
schools is staffed with personnel who are licensed by New York State to monitor 
access to the buildings and help ensure a secure environment for the students.

The website www.report-it.com  is an anonymous communications tool that 
students, parents/guardians and community members can use without fear of 
reprisal when they feel their safety and/or the safety of others is at risk. A link to 
this website is available on the home page of the district website.

SOCIAL WORK SERVICES

The district’s social workers function as a liaison between school and family when 
needed. Home and of! ce conferences with parents and cooperative planning with 
school and community agencies are used in such efforts. Individual and small group 
counseling is also provided. For additional information, contact Pupil Services at 
377-9283.

SUBSTANCE ABUSE AND VIOLENCE PREVENTION

The district actively promotes programs that teach students about problems 
associated with and the negative effects of substance abuse.  Curriculum projects 
are developed each year in the Great Body Shop program in grades K-5 and health 
education programs in grades 6-12. These programs teach students the value of 
leading healthy lifestyles. Teachers are encouraged to focus attention on the positive 

ADVANCED PLACEMENT and COLLEGE CREDIT   

The high school offers nineteen Advanced Placement courses open to all students.   
Advanced Placement courses are recognized for college credit by many universities 
in the United States.  For more information, contact the Guidance Department at 
377-9247.

Advanced Placement courses currently offered are: 
 Art     French
 Biology     Music Theory
 Calculus AB     Physics B
 Calculus BC    Physics C
 Chemistry    Psychology
 Computer Science A   Spanish
 English Language & Composition Statistics
 English Literature & Composition U.S. Government
 Environmental Science   U.S. History
 European History

In addition, the following courses are offered for college credit through af! liations 
with Molloy College and SUNY Farmingdale: 
 College Mathematics for Business College Statistics
 College Accounting   College Algebra & Trigonometry
 College Business Law

Programs

CONTINUING EDUCATION

The district offers continuing education courses for adults and high school students 
twice a year in two ten-week sessions.  The fall term begins in late September and 
the spring term begins in early March. An interesting array of courses is offered 
in subject areas such as arts and crafts, auto and driving, computer technology, 
cooking, ! nance and real estate, ! tness, home and garden, languages, music, test 
preparation, and travel.
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To receive a copy of the Continuing Education catalog or for more information, call 
the Of• ce of Continuing Education at 377-9354. The catalog may also be viewed 
on-line at www.baldwinschools.org.

FINE AND PERFORMING ARTS  

Art
Art instruction begins in kindergarten and continues through high school where 
students may study art through a wide selection of electives, such as cartooning, 
airbrushing, photography, sculpture, calligraphy, and computer graphics.  For the 
serious art student, study includes advanced courses culminating in Advanced 
Placement Art.

Music
Music instruction begins in kindergarten. By the high school level, students may 
choose electives in commercial music, conducting, and Advanced Placement 
Music Theory.  Starting in elementary school, students have many opportunities to 
perform musically in front of live audiences. Every school performs a holiday and 
spring concert that features choral and instrumental music. 
 
During their years in the Baldwin schools, students have many opportunities to 
participate in a variety of musical organizations including chorus, band, jazz band, 
orchestra and musical theater.  At the high school, students have the option of 
performing in extracurricular musical organizations that emphasize particular kinds 
of music such as jazz, chamber, or a cappella singing.

Dance
At the high school level, students may enroll in dance classes to ful• ll their physical 
education requirements.  In the • rst level course,  students are introduced to classical 
and modern dance, ballet, and hip-hop.  International dance styles are introduced 
in the second level course, as well as choreography and production.

Drama
Dramatic arts thrive in Baldwin.  Every year, the middle school stages a major musical 
involving more than 150 students on stage, backstage and in the orchestra pit.  At 
the high school, students have the opportunity to perform in three stage productions:  
a fall musical, a winter drama, and a spring student production.   

ENGLISH AS A SECOND LANGUAGE (ESL)

Classes for limited English pro• cient students are  provided at all levels.  Elementary 
students who need ESL services attend one of three schools: Meadow, Plaza, 
or Steele.  Both the middle school and the high school provide a complete ESL 
program.

Annually, all ESL students take the New York State English as a Second Language 
Test (NYSESLAT).  Results from this test are analyzed to determine the English 
language level of the individual student.  The test is also used to determine which 
students exit the program.

HEALTH AND SAFETY

The Health and Safety Committee consists of school staff, community members, 
law enforcement and other professionals.  The committee meets regularly to review 
issues of health and safety and to address concerns identi• ed by anyone who uses 
or attends our schools.  

The Baldwin School District regularly conducts fire and emergency drills in 
cooperation with the local • re and police departme nts. Baldwin continuously monitors 
the facilities using the Comprehensive Integrated Pest Management Program and 
is fully compliant with the Environmental Protection Agency’s AHERA regulations. 

NURSING SERVICES

The school district provides professional nursing services to all public and non-public 
school children attending schools in Baldwin.  Full-time nurses are employed at 
each school and full- or part-time health aides assist in covering the health of• ces 
to provide appropriate healthcare to children in kindergarten through grade 12.

School psychologists work with students, teachers, administrators and parents/
guardians to meet students’ needs.  Services available to all students include 
diagnosis of learning dif• culties and counseling.  For additional information, contact 
Pupil Services at 377-9283.
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GIFTED AND TALENTED, HONORS, ADVANCED PLACEMENT 

Students in grades 3-5 who have been identi• ed as gifted and talented may attend 
the Program for the Academically Gifted (PAG) at Shubert School.  Major themes 
of study include architecture, jurisprudence, economics, technology, foreign 
languages, art, history and archeology.

Middle school students who want to study subjects at an advanced rate may begin 
to take honors courses in the major academic areas.  Honors courses are open to 
all students.  Eighth grade honors math and science students study high school 
level courses, which allows them to earn credits toward high school graduation.

Honors courses are available to all students in the high school as well.  In the upper 
grades, students may also take Advanced Placement and college-level courses.

GUIDANCE

A sequential and developmental guidance program is provided to all students from 
kindergarten through grade 12. At the elementary level, delivery of program services 
and coordination of related activities is a shared responsibility of the principals, 
teachers, social workers and psychologists.  

Beginning in grade 6, students are assigned a guidance counselor.  Counselors 
conduct individual conferences with students, make classroom presentations and 
conduct evening parent orientation programs. The Guidance Department at the 
middle school may be reached at 377-9330.

At the high school level, counselors assist students with schedules, conduct 
individual and group counseling sessions, guide students in post high school 
planning and provide parents with information to foster a home/school partnership. 
The Guidance Department at the high school may be reached at 377-9246.  A link 
to guidance information and materials can be found on the district website.

Also at the high school is the College and Career Resource Room. An adjunct to the 
Guidance Department, it is designed to help students identify and achieve career 
goals. Students may visit the Career and College Resource Room between 7:42 
a.m. and 2:40 p.m., during their lunch period, a free period or with a pass from a 

ACADEMIC INTERVENTION SERVICES (AIS)

Baldwin schools provide academic intervention services to students who score 
below state-designated performance levels on state assessments or who are at 
risk of not achieving the state learning standards.  These services include additional 
instruction that supplements the curriculum and/or support services needed to 
address the barriers in a student’s life that might affect academic progress.

AFTER-SCHOOL CHILD CARE

An after-school childcare program is offered to students in kindergarten through 
grade 6 in partnership with the Barry and Florence Friedberg J.C.C.  Elementary 
children are transported from their schools to either Meadow or Shubert  Schools, 
and sixth grade students walk from the middle school to Meadow.  Children are 
supervised from the end of the school day until 6 p.m. when parents/guardians 
pick them up.  Participating children enjoy recreation time before eating a snack 
and beginning homework. Parents/guardians are charged a fee for this program.  
Interested parents/guardians should contact the J.C.C. at 766-4341.

CHILD PROTECTIVE SERVICES (CPS)

Baldwin school staff members who have reasonable cause to suspect child abuse or 
maltreatment are required by law to make a report to the Child Protective Services 
(CPS) of• ce.

CPS workers are required to investigate child abuse and maltreatment reports, 
to protect children (under 18 years old) from further abuse or maltreatment, and 
to provide rehabilitative services to children, parents/guardians, and other family 
members involved.

Any adult who suspects that a child is being mistreated or abused should contact 
the Child Protective Service Hotline at 1-800-342-3720.

Services
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study hall teacher.  The College Search program, offered through the high school’s 
guidance department, provides information about two- and four-year colleges, gradu-
ate and professional schools and careers.  Call 377-9251 for an appointment for 
both the College Search program and the College and Career Resource Room.

SCHOOL-TO-CAREER PROGRAM

The district has an extensive school-to-career program designed to bridge the world 
of school and the world of work.  School-to-career activities available to students 
include internships, mentoring, job shadowing and work experience.  The district has 
active partnerships with Mercy Medical Center, Molloy College, Jones Beach State 
Park, Hofstra University, State Farm Insurance, Citibank, and Northrop-Grumman. 
For additional information, call Pat Banhazl at 377-9227.

SPECIAL EDUCATION 

Special education programs and services are provided for students ages 3 to 21 
who need additional support in order to function successfully in their school program.  
A variety of special educational services are provided to students with disabilities.  
Resource room and other related services such as language, speech and hearing, 
occupational therapy and physical therapy are provided for students so they can 
function successfully in the traditional classroom. Special class programs are 
provided for students in kindergarten through grade 12. Inclusive options include 
the use of teacher aides, consultant teachers and team teaching.

Students with severe disabilities who cannot bene! t from in-district programs are 
serviced at district expense in out-of-district placements such as the Board of 
Cooperative Education Services (BOCES), Association for the Help of Retarded 
Children (AHRC), Woodward Children’s Center, the United Cerebral Palsy Center 
and the Henry Viscardi School.

Special services are also available for infants and preschool children.  Parents who 
suspect that their preschool child may have an educational disability should contact 
the Committee on Preschool Special Education, c/o Pupil Services, Baldwin Union 
Free School District, 960 Hastings Street, Baldwin, NY 11510-4798. 
 

Students who have a disability that affects a major life function may also be eligible 
for special accommodations.  Accommodations may include access to in-school 
nursing services, use of the elevator, or educational modi! cations.  These services 
are offered under Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act. For additional information 
on special education services, 504 accommodations, and psychology and/or social 
work services, contact Pupil Services at 377-9283. 

 Students who have a disability that affects a major life function may also be eligible 
for special accommodations. Accommodations may include access to in-school 
nursing services, use of the elevator or educational modi! cations.  These services 
are offered under Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act. For additional information 
on special education services, 504 accommodations, and psychology and/or social 
work services, contact Pupil Services at 377-9283.

STUDENT ACTIVITIES AND ATHLETICS

Elementary, middle school and high school students have many opportunities to 
participate in athletic and co-curricular activities. Each elementary school has a 
student council and ! ve special interest clubs.  Contact the elementary principal for 
more information on elementary school activities.

There are 34 clubs and organizations offered at the middle school and 40 at the high 
school.  Students can enrich their school experience through student government, 
performing groups, dramatic arts, publications, honor societies, service clubs and 
special interest clubs.  Contact the middle school at 377-9295 or the high school at 
377-9203 about activities and programs in the schools. 

Middle school and high school students may  participate on interscholastic athletic 
teams during the fall, winter, and spring seasons.  The middle school has 22 teams 
that compete against other middle schools in Nassau County.  The high school ! elds 
25 varsity and 15 junior varsity teams that compete against other high schools across 
Nassau County.  Contact the Athletic Of! ce at 377-9296 for speci! c information 
about the middle and high school athletic programs.


